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spread what was the higher civilisation, and that war there-
fore did make the award, different though that award was
from what Burke expected, between two civilisations. This
is surely a superficial view. What made Italy, Belgium, and
Greece recover their freedom was the fact that the peoples
of Italy, Belgium, and Greece found a civilisation they pre-
ferred to the civilisation they had been forced to live under,
What made the cause of the Revolution triumph in France
after the Restoration, was the fact that its civilisation satis-
fied, whilst the restored civilisation did not satisfy the
aspirations of the people. It was spontaneous choice and
not compulsion that ultimately settled these questions,
Amongst free peoples, or peoples capable of freedom, it
is that moral supremacy which decides in the long-run
whether a particular nation chooses one civilisation or
another. The France of Rousseau or Voltaire had moral
inspirations for Europe, not less vivid or lasting than those
of the France of Napoleon. It is not her prowess on the
battlefield that has given France her proud eminence in great
causes. She had led the mind of Europe long before the
Jacobin armies overran her frontiers, and the first rapture
excited by 1789 is the best support of Mirabeau's argument,
that a peaceful revolution would spread democracy more
than any war.
There was another important respect in which Fox saw
far more clearly than did most of his contemporaries into
the consequences of Pitt's policy. He hated and fought the
whole plan of making war on the Revolution, instead of on
the aggressions of France, by means of subsidised coalitions,
because he knew that by that plan England was definitely
ranged, for a much longer period than most men imagined^
against freedom, not only in France but in Europe. Pitt,
who had Turgot's zeal for improvement, had no attachment
to freedom, and he looked upon foreign politics as the art of
carrying on the government of Europe, just as he looked upon
domestic politics as the art of carrying on the government of
England, with the minimum of friction or disturbance, or of